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SUBJ: FIJIAN REACTION TO MOYNIHAN ARTICLE 

1 . THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE OVERT REACTION IN UN CIRCLES 
TO THE FREE-SWINGING INTERVIEW OF SENATOR MOYNIHAN, 

FORMER US REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS, 

IN MARCH EDITION OF PLAYBOY MAGAZINE. HOWEVER, DURING 
LUNCH CONVERSATION WITH AMB BENNETT MARCH 3, FIJIAN 
PERM REP VUNIBOBO TOOK VIGOROUS EXCEPTION TO REMARKS 
IN MOYNIHAN ARTICLE. REFERENCE IS FOUND ON PAGE 79 OF 
MARCH PLAYBOY, IN WHICH MOYNIHAN WAS DISCUSSING THE SMALL 
NUMBER OF DEMOCRACIES LEFT IN TODAY S WORLD, AND ASSERTING 
THAT OF 78 NEW NATIONS FORMED FROM FORMER COLONIAL 
POSSESSIONS ONLY 11 REMAIN AS CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACIES. 
MOYNIHAN WENT ON TO SAY, "AND OF THOSE 11, SEVEN ARE SMALT. 

ISLANDS: GRANADA, THE BAHAMAS, BARBADOS, MAURITUS, 

FIJI. I MEAN, I'M GLAD THERE’RE DEMOCRACIES, BUT IT WON’T 
MAKE MUCH DIFFERENCE IF FIJI SHOULD BECOME A SMALL 
DESPOTISM. THE LAND MASSES OF ASIA WON'T SHAKE*" 

2. VUNIBOBO EXPRESSED FUMING INDIGNATION OVER THIS 
REFERENCE TO FIJI, ASSERTING THAT THIS IS THE 
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KIND OF ARROGANCE IN AMERICAN POLITICAL EXPRESSION 
THAT TURNS THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES OFF AND ALIENATES 
THEM FROM US. HE SAID HE ACCEPTS FACT THAT FIJI IS A SMALL 
NATION BUT NEVERTHELESS IT IS A COUNTRY PROUD OF ITS 
DEMOCRATIC TRADITION AND ONE WHICH SHARES COMMITMENT 
TO FREE SOCIETY ALONG WITH US, UK AND OTHERS. 

DURING CONVERSATION PRECEDING ABOVE REMARKS, VUNIBOBO 
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HAD BEEN EXPRESSING PRIDE AND SATISFACTION OVER STATE 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN FIJI AND COMMENTING THAT THERE, 

AS IN THE US, CITIZENS CAN EXPRESS OPPOSITION TO 
THEIR GOVERNMENT, "WITHOUT FEARING A KNOCK ON THE 
DOOR AT MIDNIGHT". VUNIBOBO WARMED TO HIS SUBJECT 
AS HE TALKED AND ARGUED THAT REMARKS SUCH AS THOSE 
BY MOYNIHAN REALLY HURT US IMAGE WITH SMALL FREE 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS HIS. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE FIJI CAN HARDLY CLAIM TO BE GREAT 
WEIGHT ON INTERNATIONAL SCALE, IT IS A PRACTICING 
DEMOCRACY AND HAS FOLLOWED MODERATE COURSE AT UN. 
FIJIAN REPS IN GENERAL HAVE BEEN SUPPORTIVE 
OF AMERICAN POSITIONS, AND FIJI PLAYS INCREASINGLY 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN COMMITTEE OF 24 DELIBERATIONS. 
DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL EARLIER SENSITIVITY BY FIJIAN 
REPS, AND VUNIBOBO'S REACTION TO MOYNIHAN'S ARTICLE 
ARGUES FOR CONTINUED CONSIDERATION OF THEIR VIEWS. 

FIJI IS SMALL IN AREA, BUT ITS PEOPLE ARE LARGE IN 
SPIRIT. 

BENNETT 
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